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SUBJECT: TORRIJOS ACCEPTS CANAL TREATIES 


1. IN A 17-MINUTE ADDRESS TO THE NATION CARRIED ON 
A NATIONAL RADIO AND TV NETWORK AT 1830 TUESDAY, 

APRIL 18, CHIEF OF GOVERNMENT GEN. TORRIJOS ANNOUNCED 
THAT THE CANAL TREATIES, AS JUST APPROVED BY THE 
SENATE, WERE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM AND TO PANAMA. 

2. HE SAID THAT HE AND HIS GOVERNMENT HAD ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS DURING THE SENATE DEBATES BEEN AT THE POINT 
OF REJECTING THE TREATIES BECAUSE OF THE INSULTING 

AND INTERVENTIONIST PROVISIONS ADDED TO THEM. HOWEVER, 
THE GOVERNMENT HAD ADOPED A "PRUDENT" POLICY OF SILENCE 
UNTIL BOTH TREATIES HAD BEEN ACTED UPON. THE SENATE 
HAD TAKEN ACTION APPROPRIATE TO REMOVE THE INSULT; THE 
TREATIES IN THEIR APPROVED FORM CONTAINED NO JUSTIFICA- 
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TION FOR INTERVENTION AND WERE THUS ACCEPTABLE TO A 
COUNTRY WHICH HAD NO WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT INTERVENTION. 


3. HE PRAISED THE RESTRAINT AND PRUDENCE SHOWN BY THE 
PANAMANIAN PEOPLE DURING THE SENATE DEBATE, AND CALLED 
TODAY'S ACTION THE LONG-SOUTH PATRIOTIC TRIUMPH OF 
THE NEGOTIATING ROAD TO NATIONAL LIBERATION. 
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4. DURING HIS SPEECH, TORRIJOS ANNOUNCED THAT NOW 
THAT THE TREATIES WERE APPROVED, POLITICAL PARTIES 
WOULD BE PERMITTED TO OPERATE "FREELY". AND ALL 
EXILES, "WITHOUT EXCEPTION", WOULD NOW BE PERMITTED 
TO RETURN TO THE COUNTRY. 

5. FBIS/PANAMA IS PROVIDING PULL TEXT OF ADDRESS, 

TO CLEAR BUREAU PRIOR TO 2100 THIS EVENING. 

6. GENERAL ATMOSPHERE IN PANAMA CITY FOLLOWING FINAL 
SENATE VOTE IS PESTIVE, WITH FIREWORKS, PARTIES IN 

MANY PLACES AND FIFTH OF MAY PLAZA AND CENTRAL AVENUE 
FULL OF GENERALLY HAPPY CROWDS. HOWEVER, THERE ARE 
REPORTS OF SOME GROUPS OF ANTI-TREATY STUDENTS 
MOVING AT SANTA ANA PLAZA IN DOWNTOWN PANAMA CITY, AND 
POSSIBLY AT OTHER POINTS. POLICE PROTECTION AT 
EMBASSY IS HEAVY AND NATIONAL GUARD HAS ADVISED IT 
WILL CONTINUE THROUGHOUT EVENING. 

7. TORRHOS WAS SCHEDULED TO GIVE A PRESS CONFERENCE 
FOR LOCAL AND FOREIGN JOURNALISTS IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS 
ADDRESS; FURTHER REPORT WILL POLLOW. JORDEN UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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